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WHAT IS THE USCT?

The United States Colored Troops (USCT) was organized to integrate African

Americans into the United States Army
In Pulaski, there were two regiments that were created, the 110th and the 111th
They were organized in late 1863 to early 1864

Both regiments were tasked with guarding the Nashville Decator railroad and other
tasks

Both regiments were also present when Natan Bedford Forrest and his company

attacked at many points on the railroad
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WHAT DID HE DO
IN THE USCT?
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Jacob Skillen enlisted at the age of 19 on
January 6th, 1864

For the month of February, he was present

On the 31st of March he was added to the
list of deserters

He deserted on March 21st at Tunnel Hill,
Tennessee

He was apprehended on April 13th and in
prison till December of 1864




WHAT HAPPENED WHEN HE

SERVED?

Jacob Skillen was at the battle at Sulfur Trestle in
Alabama

He was taken as a prisoner of war on September 25th

Most soldiers that were a part of the USCT and were
prisoners of war were treated very harshly and made
to do the jobs of the slaves that had left the
Confederate lands

He was not returned until June 18th, 1865
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WHAT HAPPENED
WHEN HE DIED?

He died in September of 1867
He was about 24 when he died

His mother Martha Rhodes filed for
his pension on September 22, 1885

His gravestone was contracted to
be built on June 9, 1888




MARTHA
RHODE®S

Jacob Skillen's mother who filed for his pension in
1885 is found on the 1880 census

She is about 55 years old working and living in the
white family of the McCord's

She also says she is from Virginia

Her last name is also spelled without the H here
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